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LEI SES 


Sent to a Gentiewoman, one of 


| the Separation in H olland : 
Miſtreſſe AM. BF, 


N D our friend in the common Faith , We wi/b grace and 
WW WY /e ce through the knowledge of our Lord Teſius Chriſt to be multi 
A WE pled unto you, & wito all that ove our Lord Iefus Chit in ſin- 
cerity Amen, . BD 
Wee have underſtood deare friend , from your Siſter 
and ours, that you defire to haye communicated unto 
you, the grounds of our now iſe, which your re- 
queſt we thinke reafonable, and our felyes boundto fatisfie you in. 
Our houlding and prattifing of a communion of Saints in Church 
fellowſbip,ſeparated from ſuch. as,with whom the believer hath no parr: 
2. Cor, 6, 15, wee thinke you ſeeke nora reaſon of it being that which 
you are conyinced of as well as wee; nor do we thinke that you ſeeke to 
bo informed, that there is an ordinance of God to be fubmirted unto, by 
belieyers, called Baptiſme : bur your inquiry is as wee conceive, where- 
fore we who haye (as we have beenetold) had that done unto us in our 
Infancie, which is commonly called Faptiſme , ſhould notwithſtanding 
repute our ſelves as unbaptized perſons, and ſhould become baptized, as 


\ 
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AS IDE RES 


if we had n{$eptiſne before, for which our prabtiſe, we preſent you with 
theſe grour:dvty, onely premiſing, that to be baptized is one of the coun- _ 
lells of God whith may got be rejefted, Luke, 7. 20. 
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Firlt, infants are notthe ſubjcts of Paptiſme, orare tot the pevſons 
whom God hath appointed to be baptized. 

Secondiy , the {prinkling water upon the face, which is all that wee 
eyer heard of (that we had) is not Papti/ine, 

Thirdly, that which we in eur Infancy had, if ſprinkling was Pap- 
?i'"me, and !niancs the tt:bjects.yet by the Separations owne grounds was 
120t Gods Ordinance, feerng the Church was falſe , where, and the mi- 
piftry by whom we had it, and where there is neither true Church ner 
rue Minilterie, there can be no true religious adminiitration, and as 
well as Ay. Can, may mannage ſeparation from the Nenconformuſts prin- 
cip!cs : may we mannaye our practiſe from the Principles of yours, and 
Maſter Cen, wee thinke therein doth well, it being the courſe which the 
Lord takes with the /&Wes, and Par! with them of Cormth, 1 Cor, 9, and 
Luke 12. 15. 

Butco the firlt of theſe three, Infaxts are not the ſubjeSSof Biptiſime, 
as appeareth to us by thelc reaſons, 

Firlt, there 1s in all the word of God no command given to any per- 
fon or perſons, ofhcers, or perſons out of office , to baptize them : Now 
if the word of God be true, where it faith; «/l SertÞture is given by inſpya» 
#11n of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, reprosfe, correttion,inſtruttion, in right 
eonfneſſe,that the man of God may be perfect thoroughly Caniſled wt? every good 
Worke, 2 71, 3,16,17. te Scriptures giving no dire&tion in the do=- 
ing ct, nor unto any to do that worke , it can be no good worke, and 
there are of works, but good and bad, and our being fo often called ts 
#be Lav and to the Teſtimonies, and our being bidto give heed unto that 
ſure word of prophche , that /cincth as 4 light in a darke place , With an affir- 
mation t/-at if Wee give heed thereunt? Wee (ball do Well , cannot but imply at 
the leaſt, that we ſhall omit-no duty, while wee do but what is written : 
anG the Baptizing of Intants not being by God injoyned unto, or upon 2- 
ny, nor by his word recorded ts have beene done by any, it can be as no 
good worke, fo no worke of light; and the Servants of Gd may not 
walke 1n darkneſſe. Hence do we in one reſpect decline that praftiſe as 
an unwritten unyerity, | 

econdly, Infants aaye not in them thoſe requiſites that are necefſar 
in that ſervice, which are, c/17tance from deed Works, and faith towards God, 
Heb, 6.1. & #9, $8.36, 27, 7. 2,53. and weethinke that of the Engliſh 
common dervice Book, will he nc obje&tion of yours ; ſaying , yes they 
#9 performe ther by trelr ſw elics | 
_ If you object thar choughr repentance and faith were regfliifites in per- 
'ans of years, yer it followeth not that thoſeor either of them are requ ” 
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* redof Infants, whaby reaſon of their tender yeares cannot per forme 
thera: 

Wee give thereunto three AnſWers, 

Firft, as lirtle as we find in the Scriptures,of the requiring of faith and ' 
repentance at the hands of Infants.do we find ofthe Saptizing of Infants: 
wheretore if the not requiring of Faith and repentance from Infants , be 
a ſufficient exemption to chem, from demonſtrating cither ; then in like 
manner by the ſame proportion, will the not requiring of Infants to be 
Baptized, and the not requirirs, of any to baptize them , be a ſufficient 
cxemption both to the one, and to the other :-That is our farſt anſwer. 

Secondly, Wee finde that in all Ordinances, whereunto both old and 
young inlefinitely had accefle, that which was a requifne in one perſon, 
was a requiſite in every perſon, and was found indefinitely both in old 
and young. To cate the P afleover, Circumciſvon was required, to precede, 
and that was all that was required, Exod, 12, 47 48.49, 50.To Cirour. 
ci/zon was required that the perſons were Males, borne in abrahams houſe, 
of bit Children or ftrangers, or bougbs With his money of all the Heathen that 
Were round about, Gn, 17. 12-23. 27. Exod, 12, 44. theſe requiſites wee 
fay,being all that were minded, Atited with the condition of eyery one, 
and for usto hould out acceſle ro Ch11i/t in his Ordinances, to one by this 
way, and to another by that, what is it but to make the Scriptures to be 
of private inte: pretation, and to make Chriſt who is one, and his way one, 
to become divided? chis is to us likewiſe conſiderable, 

Laſtly, that which will give admittance te one Ordinance, will give 
admittance unto another of like nature : now it the Sacraments ( as th 
are called ) oi the ne Covexant, be like the new Covenant, yiz. ſpirituall, 
which whodares deny; 

Then that which will give admittance- unto Baptiſme , will give ad- 
mittanceto the Lords Supper : and thus have we fuch as neither haye 
faith, nor ever profeſſed to have any, admitted to the Church , and to all 
the Ordinances thereot, and what is this but to make the new Covenans 
as carnal as the old. and the ſubjets of the one as carna!! as the ſubjeRts 
of the other : and the blood of Chriſt ro be.of no more yalew , then the 
blood of Zulls and Gaates, that could not take away finne, Heb. $.6, 7, 8: 
x1Cor.11.27 28, 

7 hurdl;, the faith of the perſons ( that ever haye any) baptiſed in their 
Infancie, in the ule oftheir bj 8;/me when they come to yeares , can be 
built but oulhgh 6 Tcttimonic, commonly that of a Pariſh Clarke: 


andto have ourygrh Rand in the truth of men , is to have a foxndation 
for it, Like that of te wiledom of men : which is oppoſed to the demon=- 
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ration of the ſpiritand power of God; r Cor. 2. 2,4, 5. 

If you objeR their, being circumciſed in their Infancie, 

Wee an{wer, that i:viz. Circumciſion left a marke in their fleſh, 
which they could not but take notice ot : and therefore their knowledge 
of their being circumciſed dependednor upon the teſtimonie of orhers. 

Fourthly, they cannot riſe with Ch11/t in Baptiſme, tor they being In- 
fnts are only paſſive, and rifing with CEri/t in Baptiſme , being a part 
of Baptiſme, or being by Baptized perſons done in Baptiſme, they can- 
10: be baprizcd,the one halte of Bapri/me, being the at of the baptized 
izeing they cannot act, Cl, 2, 12, Like as they cannot partake of the 
Lords Supper that cannot cate, lerthe adminiſtrator do unto them what 
he can. 

And thus we come to the ſecond head, viz, That ſprinkling of water 
upon the face of any perſon young or old is not Baptifme , let it bedone 
11 what Name or with what Ceremonies it will : which is proved to us 
by theſe reaſons, 

_ Firſt becauſetha: the word which is tranſlated into Fngh/h , Baptize, 
hgniheth ro dipp into water , and as {prinkling water npon athing, is 
not dipping the thing into water, but the contrary :fo is ſprinkling water 
upon a thing notBaptiſme, but contrary to it, ThattheSreeq word which is 
tranſlated b-þtize, fo fignifieth viz. todip into water, we have the Teſti- 
monies both of the Tranſlators of the Scriptures, of Paraphrafes, Expoſt- 
tors, and others, wee will not heere trouble you with many.I/aack Canſa. 
bon in his notes upon Math, 2. 6. they were baptized in Iordan, ſaith thug, 
the manner of Baptiſire was to plunge the perſon Baptized over head in 
water, and is that which the word Baprifing fully declareth ; and by 
and by, it was not for nothing that lome haye diſputed for the plunging 
ot the whole body'into water in Baptyſme, for they urged the very word. 
Doctor Down.me in his Book of Divinitic hath the ſame words in effect. 
VT(mus, in his Catechifme in the title of baptiſme 1ngenuouſly confeſlerh, 
that the Faſt Churches did Paptize by dipping the whole body into wa- 
ir, in the 409, Pave of his Book, and this fignification : Ain/Worts in his 
Annotations @-\ 1b. 11. Levit, 15, confkeffeth that word to have, but 
had we not theſe and a multitude of other Teſtimonies , the Scriptures in 
declaring the practitcs of Gods feryants, give us light enough, Ibn 3.23, 
J a bapeiſe 'in Aenon, becauſe there Was much Water there $ which arguerh 
A ule of much Water 1n babtiſine , elſe that which Is there rendered aS2a 
xcalon of his Baptizing in 4enon,cannot be reaſonably unded, Math, 
2.4 5 67, 1-ſus came unto lohn to Tordain to be baptized au is faid to come 
up out of the waters when he was Baptized, which intimateth, that he 
Went 
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went into the water to be boptized,, as the Funuch.and 7113 are both faid 
to doe , 4#5 8, 36, 27, 38. Bclidesthele Teltimonics and practices, the 
correſpondencie which the Apoſtle makes Baptiſme-to hold with buriall, 
in 1 Cor. 15. and Rom, 6. Col, 2. holds out the famething. | 

And laſtly the commiſſion giyen to the 4þo/ties,and Diſciple of Chriſt, is te 
make Di/cples, and to baptize them, Math, 28, 1 9. 20. Now no rationall 
perlon will ſay there, that the face is the Diſci;le, no more then they will 
allow us to ſay, the noſe is the face , yet ifthe face wag the Di/c;;ie, that is 
not ſo much as Baptized; how much lefle the Diſciple , 

And wee ſhould aske theſe part baptizers, but that wee cannot truly 
call it baptizing , how they know the face ſhould have that befprinkle= 
ing which they uſe. If they fay the face is the moſt honourabte par: : 

Weanſwer, that it is notour honour, but our cleanſing from our fil+ 
thinefle which is by Bapti/me (er forth :and no perſon indued with reaton 
to ſet out the clenſing nature of water , would take that to waſh, which 
is free from filth, and how know they that honour ſhould ſway us in 
this caſe, and whereas they (ay that Baptiſine comes in the roome of Cir. 
cumciſion, they agill make it out by their praftices , for Ci cunca/wns roome 
was the privie parts , (if we miſtake not) which they in their fprinck- 
ling uſed inſteed of Baptiſme doe decline. Bur to ſumme upall this, if 
Baptiſme be a "pps of the whole body into water , as is proved by Te- 
ftimonies, both divine and humane, then where no part of the body is 
dipped into water, there can be no part of Baptiſme , as there is not in that 
belprinkling, which now adayes is talſely called Bafiſme, 

Come we now to the grounds, upon which they of the Separation doe 
proceed , they affirme , that the Covenant of which they hold baptiſme to 
be a ſeale, is made but with beleevers and their ſeed ; and that the ſcale 
is no ſcale where no precedent Covenant hath beene : now the Parents 
of' the moſt of them-, by their owne confeſſhon , were ungodly 
and unbeleeyers , as the children of the Separation, narwkbilnd- 
ing their pretended Coyenant commonly prove, and ſo had no covenant 
made with them, nor with thelr ſeed, nor as they affirme, had their ſeed, 
any Covenant made with them till they became lerrers) 

From which conſideration we may frame this argument. 

If where no Covenant hath gone before , the Scale of the Covenang 
be ſetto, it becomes no Seale , then where no Covenant hath gone be- 
eg: Baptiſme being the Seale of the Covenant, if it be ſet to, becomes no 

aptiſme, 
But where tg Coyenant hath gone betore, the Sealc of it be ſet to, be- 
comes no Seale, 


& 
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Er70, where ho Covenanthath gone before , Baptiſme being the Scale 
of the Covenant , if it be tet to, becomes no Baptiſme, 

And thug are they quit of their Bapti/me, by their owne grant : for they 
which have no $aptz/ine, bur that which they had when they were with= 
Out the Covenant, have no tap!i1/me arall, _ 

Againe they commonly afhrine that ®ap?iſme upon the Baptizer is ef- 
ſentially requiſic,thatthe b4pt1/ me adminiftred by him may be in force, for 
{:y they, bayti/me acted , by one unbaptized, unlefle hee had a call like 
I »:; the Baplyt, isa nullity: and thus if it bee poſſible their baptiſme js 
Worſe then naught , they themlelves being out of Covenant when they 
had ic, and haying it for the moſt part, by perſons out of coyenam, and 
by unpaptized ones, or atthe belt by perſons that ſucceffively have re- 
c ved their aptiſine from Kome, where they fay all adminiſtrations are 
Antichrifiiin and yoide, for Faþriſme in Rome by the moſt eminent of 
them,even by learned Ainſorth, is called an Toll, and lying figne, and 
Ict all men judge whether the being under an [4o!l, and lying figne, will 
e 1able perſons to communicate true Baptiſme, Laſtly the Scriptures and 
Arguments produced by the Separation and others , for the baptizing - ' 
Infants, we ſhall briefly ſumme up and an{wer.and then will leave o; 
grounds with our felyes to your judicious cenſure. 

The grand argument of theirs,in confide;ice of the ſtrength of which 
they inſult like unto Goliah againſt the Armies of Iſrael, is, to all thoſe 
that are within the Covenant doth the Seale belong : bur all the children 
of bcl:eving Parents are withinthe Covenant Er2g9. Here wee humbly 
aske, what covenant it jsthey intend : ifthe old Covenant, to the 01d Co- 
venants Seales we {cnd them, if they fay they arc all within the New Co- 
yenant, we mult needs fay they ſpeak fallely,if God bee true, who is fo;tor 

lrahamJIſaac, and lacob were belcevers, by the Scrivtwes owne Teftimo- 
1y. and vet of their children God teſtifieth; though the number of them be as 
whe ſand, yt but a remnant of them ſhall be ſaved, Fom. g. 27. And of {ſaacks 
childrea, God loved one,and hated the other , Rom, 9. 13. AndGofs New 
Covenant was not made with Iſmael, Gen, I7.1 9. 20. Now if the New 
Covenant be as [coemicb reporteth, ler. 21, 22, 22-34. and as is expreſſed, 
Heb. $8.8, and 10. 15:16. 17. Then Ged who keepeth Covenant muſt 
needs (to be truc in what he promilſeth, ) write his Lawes in the hearts of 
all heleevers children, they being within his Covenant, and cxceprt that 
kiithefle doftrine may be al!owed for truth, that men may fall irom grace, 
belcevers Children muſt all be faved, which yet the Scripture denieth, Row, 
9. 27, 1ſatan, 1,9. and Rem. g. 29. | 

7 hey farther atfirme that the covenant made with Abraham and "ou 
bis 
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* blsfeed 8 made wich he faithfull and their ſeedto peake intheir own 
ne ogy GL 
es; erring in not c ng, [ with. 
in theCYonay) come in, not inthe place of Abrabam, bur in the place 
of his/eea, and ſp.are nor Abrabens, of the faithfull , there be- 
ing but one thateyer had that Priviledge ; now they being themſelys 
bur ſeed to Abrabam, and the prowile reaching butts his /ced, and not 
to his ſeeds ſeed, theig Children are maniteily excluded #he promy/e or 
Covenant, 1 they become Abragons ſred, and reac 
us but one way by which the G dec become the /eed of Abrabon, 
Gal. 3. nd if yee be Chriſts, then are yee Abrahams ſeed, and Heire: 4s, 
cording to the pronuſe, ſo likewiſe Row. 9, $. and they that are Chriſts have 
erucified tbe , With the paſſions and lujts : Gal, s. 24,200 7a% x 0% 
Laftly, the. Lord teacheth us how to underſtand the ſeed © Abraham 
to whom the promiſes were made, chat were made to Abraham and ta 
his ſeed, in Gdl. 3,16. now to Abraham and to bis ſeed ere the promiſes 
wade, be ſaith not, and $0 ſeeds, as to many, but as of one , and to thy ſeed, 
which is Chriſt - wherefore unlelſe theſe perſons would into mas 
nifeſt wickedneſle, (wee might lay Blaſphemie agai tGod) 10 mas 
king themlelyes Fathers of Chrift.their greaceft honour lying in theig 
being Children unto him, (if they be bo) the promiſe cannotdeſcend 
through them unto any perion : The promilc being bucto dbrebem, 
and to his ſced, which is Chri/t, and to thoſe that are Chrifts ſeed, which 
ry is mn henes be ſecd to them, {/a. 53, 10.compared with Row, 
9. 5. an +» 3.02, 

Their next hould is that of the Apoſtle, 47. 2. 39. forthe promiſe is 
to you and to your Children, and to all that are a tarre off , cycn as 
many asthe Lord our God ſhall call, whence they conclude belice 
vers to be wen ee ons with Del gs, APA 

ut we here li expoltulace in three particu 

Firſt, Whar that promile is : | 

Secondly, whotheſe peaple were (to whom it was propoſed ) m 
the propoſall of ir. det 

Thirdly, what is the extent and Latitude of chat promiſe ; the pro- 
miſe as is moſt plaine in ver, 17, and 33. ofthat Chafter,js the guift of 
the hcly Spi7it, which God at this time powred out upon the Diſciples, 
and Peter in his ſpeech houlds out.ng more : Repent faith he, and be 
baptized every one of you; for tht remiſſion of (ins , and yee ſhall re- 
ceive the guitt ofthe Holy Ghoft. | 

Secondly, it 15 no lefle. plaine ;- manifeſt that the perſons ro whom 
(EF, 
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Peter fo ſpeakerth, were in his Judgement, as yet converts, For 
all that he heard from them was, what ſhaK we doe, and we find the 
Jaylor went further inrhis expreſſions, and yet Paub bids him befieve 
ite Lird [-ſus, intimiating that be notyet believed; though he had 
raade a further inquiry after Salyation then theſe men, 

The la{t thing propoſed, was the extent of that promiſe, what ie 
might be; the place it ſelfe we thinke in that _—_ is Cleare ce 
nough, for Peters exclamation mult be confi ed; eyen to as many 
as the Lord our God ſhall call. for tono more oftherr, nor of their 
children, norofthem a farre off, then the Lord our God ſhall call; 
doth Peter in any wiſe apply that promiſe. 

It you object thar he applycth the promiſe there to no more of them 
a farre off,then the £:7d our God ſhall call : but he applyeth it rothem 
and to their Children, abſolutely without the reſeryation of being 
Called of God. &c. 

Wee anſwer, that jf we take theſe at this time, to be unbelievers as 
the truth is, then who ſecs not the conſequence?if we take them to be 
believers, then all believers Children mutt haye the Holy Ghot; 
though they never be called, which who will owne ? Let them be be- 
hievers or unbelievers, jt matters not much in the queſtion in hand , for 
they were [eWves, and therefore were in oppoſition to the Gentiles, who 
are there by your owne Judgement, ſpoken of as a farre off, and to 
thoſe a farre off, as the Objection yeeldeth, yea and that text alſo, be= 
fongs not the promiſe, but upon being called, and thus are your chil. 
dren by your owne graunt exclude the promiſe till they be called. 

The next hold they haye is in 1 Cor, 7, 14- which many ſtrike at: 
we wiſh you to conſider, that the ſame holinefle of which the Child 
partaketh, is the unbelieving wife during her - Infidelity a partaker 
of, and whether that be reaſonably concluded that thence-ſhe may 
be Baptized, (which yet will hold as well a the other.) we leave to 
youz. The opinions of thoſe that deny election, that hold free will 
and falling from grace, 8c, Wee proteſt againſt and do abhorre: bur 
becauſe we write a letter,and'not a Book, wee mutt conclude as wee 
do, wiſhing peace to all that vbey God onely, Amen. 
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